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PROCEEDI NGS

* * * * * *

TUESDAY, JULY 24, 2001

ok ok k% %

GOVERNOR M KE HUCKABEE: Ladi es and
gentl emen, we want to go ahead and get started
so we can get all of the nmeeting on tine. So
if you would, please, everyone take a seat, we
will get under way in just a nonent.

Ladi es and gentlenmen, | would Iike to cal
this nmeeting to order of the Board of
Apportionnment. It is a real privilege and
honor for us to be a part of true denocracy in
Arkansas, and that's what this is all about.

As everyone i s perhaps aware, every ten
years when the census is taken, under the
Arkansas Constitution, it is the duty of the
Governor, Attorney Ceneral, and Secretary of
State to formthe Board of Apportionnment. Then
it becones our duty to make the lines for
representative districts for the House of
Representatives, as well as for the Senate
districts, in the Arkansas Ceneral
Assenbl y.

It is a very tedious task that requires an
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enor nous anount of tine on the part of staff,
and | think all of us would be the first to
tell you that each of us have designated staff
persons who have spent literally hundreds and
hundreds and perhaps into the thousands of
hours cunul atively on the various partitions of
these legislative districts. | want to express
my appreciation to all of those staff fol ks for
exceptionally hard work. They have redrawn

t hese districts over and over again.

We approach this with a sense of two
things: Nunber one, there is no perfect way to
doit. |If everyone lived very uniformy in
counties with an exact proportion of
popul ation, or if we had the opportunity to say
to a thousand people here and a coupl e of
t housand here, "The good news is, all the
counties and comunities will be divided
evenly, the bad news is, get on the bus, you
are being noved in order to make that happen.”

Qoviously, that's not possible. So we
would tell you on the front end, it is not a
perfect system and that's why these hearings
are being held. W want your input. The

decisions are not final, and they won't be
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until we have conducted hearings like this in
11 different Arkansas communities to make sure
that we have all the input possible from as
many people as we can.

If I could make just a personal note, |
know many of you are aware ny wife had surgery
yesterday, and several have asked, and so |et
me give the report one tinme and nmake it easier
on nme and save tinme later. She is doing well,
and we don't expect any conplications
| ong-term Because the doctor reports and
pat hol ogy reports are going to come out early
this afternoon, I will be departing fromthe
group after this neeting. And | had hoped to go
on to Jonesboro and Forrest City, but I'm
going to have to go back, and | just feel Ilike
| need to be there. I'msure the folks in
Jonesboro and Forrest City will understand.

| could tell you that | didn't want to
m ss this neeting, because you are the
i nportant people that | want to hear from So
-- but | really appreciate your prayers for
her. W anticipate that all the reports -- and
all the prelimnary reports are excellent.

t hi nk she found out this norning when she tried
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to stand up and wal k that she wasn't quite
ready for that. So | got a chuckle out of the
little note in the newspaper to her that she

m ght be running the decathl on down the hall
She may be, but it won't be today. At |east
that's the early indication. But thank you for
your prayers, that means a | ot for us.

Al so, we agreed |ast week after we sweated
t hrough our first three hearings in Fort Smth,
Fayetteville, and Muuntain Home on days where
the tenperature was over a hundred and our node
of transportation had no air conditioning that
never again would we go to these in coat and
ties. W appreciate those of you who did
today, but it is an agreenment anong oursel ves,
and so we are not being disrespectful, we are
just trying to be confortable in the hot July
summer of Arkansas.

W will get under way in just a nonent. |
wanted to just nmention that our task really is
one in which we want to be as fair to you as
possible. Qur job is to try to figure out how
these lines can be drawn so that the citizens
can best be represented following the ultimte

desire of the constitutional mandate of one
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person, one vote. And that's what we w |

achi eve as best we can with popul ation

di visions. Your comrents are going to be very
i mportant.

In a few nonents, after we have had
opening remarks fromthe Attorney General and
Secretary of State, there is a mcrophone here
at the front, we would ask that all coments be
made in the m crophone, not only so that others
who are here can hear well, but also so that
the court reporter, who is taking a transcript
of all the proceedings, will be able to get the
i nformati on necessary.

When you cone to the mcrophone, please
gi ve us your nane and your community and then
make any comments that you have. W would ask
that in order to get as many people in as
possi bl e, you keep your comments as succinct as
possi ble. The only other request we woul d have
is that rather than waiting until soneone
finishes and then wal king to the m crophone, go
ahead and just sort of cue up at the m crophone
if you have a coment, and we will try to get
to all the comments that we have here for

t oday.
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And with that, I'mgoing to turn it over
first to Secretary of State Sharon Priest and
then Attorney General Mark Pryor.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: Thank
you, CGovernor. Good norning. |'mpleased to
see so many people here today, because | really
think that this is a very inportant part of the
re-districting process. | also want to
reiterate that these lines, as you see them on
the draft plan, are not carved in stone. They
are subject to change and, in fact, all of us
woul d have been surprised if we woul d have
brought out a plan that on first bl ush
everybody decided they |loved it and not hing was
goi ng to change.

| would caution you that this is not a
two-year plan, and not a four-year plan, it is
a ten-year plan. So I want you to | ook at the
plan with the thought in mnd that this is how
you will be represented for the next ten years.

And | think that's very, very inportant to
this process. | would also like to commend the
staff, because they have worked very hard, they
have wor ked together, and they have done a good

j ob of making sure that everyone has been kept
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i nf or nmed.

For the nost part, all three staffs drew
i nes together, and seldomwere they -- was one
of fice not represented when those |ines were
being drawn. And in fact, that was al ways nade
a special point of making sure that everybody
was up to speed on it, because that was a very
inportant part of the process. There has been
a great deal of trust and a great deal of
camaraderie with the staff in this process.
And | think that that's inportant for you al
to know.

| think it is inportant for you to know
that we did a good job with the census this
year, that we had growt h of al nost 14 percent,
whi ch was much hi gher than what was
anticipated, but it has presented sone
chal lenges in ternms of re-districting.

Things can't remain the sanme. For
exanple, a Senate district now -- the idea
Senate district nowis required to have about
9,300 people nore than it did ten years ago,
and the ideal House district is required to
have about 3,200 people nore than it did ten

years ago. So it has presented sone
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chal | enges, but overall, that's good for us,
because of turn-back funds.

And | guess the last thing | want you to
know is that all three of us are el ected, and
it has been our goal to please as many people
as possible in this process, not to nake you
angry. So we are still in that node. W are
trying very hard to make sure that as many
peopl e as possible are satisfied with this plan
when it comes out finally. And | anticipate
that there will be one plan that conmes out.
Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: | want to
thank y'all for being here. One thing |I'm
proud of is the work the staff has done. |
t hink the Governor said it has been hundreds of
hours, that is literally true. One thing I'm
proud of is that there is not a set of
Republ i can software and not a set of Republican
conferences that you go to to learn how to do
this, and there is not a set of Denocratic
nmeeti ngs and Denocratic software. It is al
t oget her, and our staffs have worked very, very
closely together to formthe Apportionnent

Board staff.
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And we only do this once every ten years,
so it is kind of -- we have to re-invent it
pretty nmuch every ten years, but they have done
a great job. And as Sharon nentioned a few
nmoments ago, this is a draft. And | know t hat
there are a lot of folks here who want to
express their opinions, we certainly wel conme
those, and that's why we are here, we are here
to listen.

And one thing about this process that

y'all need to keep in perspective, and | know

we do, is this is denocracy. | saw M.
Hunphries a few mnutes ago, | said, "You are
about to see denocracy in action.” And it is

true. This is denocracy. This is how -- these
districts are howwe will elect our state
senators and state representatives for the next
decade, and it is very inportant, we take this
very seriously, and we are here to listen. And
listen we do, because | know we have had
hundreds of phone calls and neetings and
letters and E-Miils and whatever el se, Faxes
and everything else during the course of this
process, since the first of the year, and since

t he census data cane out.
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And the other day, maybe | was a little
tired and maybe | had had too nuch input, |
don't know, but | decided to play a joke on a
state senator, Bill, I won't name who it was, |
don't want to enbarrass one of your coll eagues,
but | decided to play a joke on a state

senator, so | called himup and | said,

"Senator, |'ve got sone bad news for you." He
said, "What is that?" | said, "W have
elimnated your district.” He said, "Wat?"

said, "Yeah. Your neighbor to the east cane in
and he sort of made his pitch and gave us his
reasons, so we gave himhalf of your district."
| said, "Then your neighbor to the west cane
in and he made his pitch and kind of pleaded
his case and we gave himthe other half of the
district." He said, "Mark, let ne tell you
about those two guys."” He said, "M neighbor
to the east, he is a shyster, his dad before
hi mwas a shyster.” He said, "My neighbor to
the west, he is just in the Senate to line his

own pockets. He never goes to the neetings, he

never does anything. | have got to vote for
himhalf the tinme." | said, "Senator, |ook,
was just kidding. | was just pulling your Ieg,
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| didn't nmean to strike a nerve." And he said,
"Mark," he said, "how could you nake ne say
t hat about two of the dearest friends a man
could ever have?"

So that is kind of how it works sonetines.
It is kind of enotional, we understand that.
And we really are trying to be fair, really are
trying to do the right thing. And | have
al ready had sone comments here, | talked to
Larry, | talked to the mayor, | talked to a few
fol ks around, M ke WIlson for a mnute, and we
really are trying to be fair and try to do the
right thing. W want your input, and we are
here to listen. So thank you for having us.

GOVERNOR M KE HUCKABEE: Next | would I|ike
to call upon Butch Reeves, who is chief |ega
counsel in the Governor's office and has been
one of the staff designees fromour area to
work on this process. And he is going to give
alittle background of how the process devel ops
and where the maps stand currently in the draft
form and then we will open it up for your
comments. Butch?

MR. CLAN REEVES: Just briefly, | kind of

want to tell you how the process started. Last
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fall, the staff, TimHunphries from Sharon
Priest's office and Larry Crane from Mark
Pryor's office and nyself, drove around the
state, went to about 13 hearings and said,
"What do y'all want?" We didn't come to Beebe,
| don't renmenber where we cane up

her e.

Anyway, then we got the nunbers in March
we | oaded themin the conputer, and third week
of April, we sat down, and for days and days
and days and days and days, really, until, you
know, we got the maps printed, and even this
week we have been | ooking at suggested changes,
we drew the maps.

Now, because of the census nunbers, the
state -- as Ms. Priest said, the state grew
13.7 percent. Each House district this tine --
the ideal district should have 26, 734 peopl €,
as close to that as possible in every House
district. Every Senate district should have
about 76,383, or as close to that as possible.

There is a variance allowed roughly five
percent over and five percent under that makes
your plan constitutional if you are within that

ten percent range. But we tried to get as
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close to zero percent as possible fromthose
nunbers.

The Arkansas Constitution requires that
the Board decision on the maps that you see
here today, when they ultimately vote, that it
not be arbitrary. |In order to do that, there
were gui delines that we foll owed. Those
gui delines were established in the courts by
the U S. Suprenme Court and other federal
courts, and roughly, these are them The
geogr aphi ¢ consi derations that we considered
wer e conpactness, that the districts be as
cl ose together as possible, that each district
itself not be spread out.

That wasn't always possible. It wasn't
easy. Wen you have rural counties that have
not much popul ati on, you have to spread the
district out. |If a district -- current
district |ost population, it had to get bigger,
there wasn't any other way to do it.
Contiguity, that nmeans that they touch.
Preservation of political subdivisions, such as
city and counti es.

Now, obviously, if your city is bigger

than 26,734, it is going to split. If your
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city is bigger than 76,283, on the Senate side,
it is going to have to be split. So we tried
to preserve cities and counties as nmuch as we
could, but with a hundred House districts and
75 counties, and 35 Senate districts and 35
counties, sone places are split, there is just
no other way to do it.

The ot her considerations, | call political
and | egal, are preservation of comunities of
interest. W heard from sone counties, you
know, "We are hill people, we don't want to be
with those flatlanders.” | don't know what the
difference is, but that's what they say. So we
tried to take rivers, if we had to split a
county, split it along a river, a creek, a
maj or hi ghway. Some counties weren't split,
sone are.

It was really, really difficult when you
have to do the whole state. |If you are | ooking
at a district inisolation, it is real easy to
draw a nice district, but when you have
districts around you, counties around you that
| ost popul ation and yours grew, changes are
going to have to be nade.

The ot her things we did, we |ooked at
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preserving the cores of existing districts, and
t hat included sonme incunbents. W don't have
any incunbents on the Senate side paired under
the draft plan. On the House side, we have a
few W have some, not very many. It is just
difficult in counties that didn't grow as fast
as 13.7 percent to try not to have jagged |lines
and go for, you know, 400 mles to draw a
district, but we tried not to.

And the last thing is, conpliance with
Section Two of the Voting Rights Act. That's
al ways a consideration that the courts require
us to do. As you will see on the draft plan,

t hese were finished the 2nd of July. Since
then and before then, we have had suggested
changes made, both about Pul aski County, about
Wi te County, about Lonoke County. And sone of
the maps that were over there, we didn't have
enough for everybody, because they are very
expensi ve to reproduce, so we made about 25 or
30, so if you have one, the suggested changes
are on there, what to do about Jacksonvill e,
what to do about Wiite County, sone fixes that
wer e suggested by different people. W had a

suggestion today in Prairie County about a
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precinct that probably was inadvertently the
only precinct in Prairie County that was split
off. W are probably going to put that back
It doesn't make sense to have that one precinct
out. That was just a suggested change from
Prairie County.

But here are the maps. They are a draft.

W want to hear what you have to say. W

prefer it in the formof coments as to what
you would Iike, what you would like to see,
what you would like us to change, so that the
Board can hear that.

There is a court reporter here to record
everything you say, so if you do have comments,
pl ease cone down to the m crophone, state your
name and the community you are com ng from and
concisely tell us what your comrent is.

So if soneone wants to go first. | think
sonmebody from Jacksonville wanted to be first.

Senat or Gaat ney?

SENATOR BI LL GAMTNEY: Well, | rode with
M ke Wlson, he is in a hurry. One thing that
troubl es nme about, you just said that, talking
about incunmbents, you don't have any existing

senators that wll be facing each other in a
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contested race. Ten years ago, obviously, we
had Knox Nel son and Jay Bradford in a race, ten
years prior to that, | believe Bill Wl nsley
and Jim Wods were in a race.

So | get the sense that when you tal ked
about core of existing districts, that there
was sone concern about not having senators face
one another. | can tell you, as an elected
senator and as a business |eader in ny
community, that troubles ne sonewhat, because
quite honestly, if this process was followed as
it was ten years ago and ten years prior to
that, | think that you woul d have sone
contested races. So | think, | would hope that
t he Board woul d consider the fact that these
peopl e shoul d not be protected by draw ng
districts that keep them from runni ng agai nst
t heir col | eagues.

Secondly, when you tal k about comrunities
of interest, our community in Jacksonville,
30,000, is split in half. 1 cannot think of a
community of interest greater than the city in
which | have lived in for 41 years, and yet it
is going to be divided. And | find that

particularly troubling with 12,000 residents

PETRE' S STENOGRAPH SERVI CE
(501) 376-1411




© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

= = = = = B = =
0o N o oo A W N BB O

19

19

fromour city, for the past 30 years, have been
voting in one Senate district together for the
past 30 years and now we will no | onger be
doi ng that.

Thankful ly, you found the wi sdomto
include us with the Gty of Sherwood, who we
have devel oped quite a community of interest
with, and we are still wth them half of us
are, anyway. And | would hope that you would
| ook at our city and realize that our city is a
ot different than a ot of towns in the sense
t hat, you know, we have got an Air Force base
here, we have got retirees here, we have a
school district that we have, water issues,
road i ssues, these utility type issues that are
very inportant when you are representing an
area li ke that to have that ability to have
your whol e conmunity together

| just would like to say that when you

tal k about incunbents, with termlimts today,
i ncunbents really doesn't nmean as nuch as it
used to, because the state senator that gets
el ected this next cycle could, in fact, only
serve four nore years, yet these districts

could be for ten. Soneone could only serve for
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four nore years, yet these comunities are
forever. They are forever.

And so | would hope that you would take in
consi deration, the folks from Lonoke County
have their signs here, and the fol ks from
Jacksonville do. That's what nmakes Arkansas
special, is the sense of comunity. And | would
hope that you would take that in consideration
with our community in Jacksonville and keep us
whole with our city up here, Sherwood, |ike we
have been for the past 30 years. That's of
prime inportance to us. Thank you very nuch

MR. BOBBY GLOVER: Governor Huckabee and
Secretary Priest and Attorney General Mark
Pryor, | consider it an honor to be with you
today and speak to you in regard to this very
i mportant issue. Bobby G over, State
Representative fromCarlisle. And I'm here
today to endorse the proposed Senate District
Nurmber 28. That includes presently all of
Lonoke County, it includes all of Prairie
County, and it includes nost all of Arkansas
County, down to DeWtt.

And if | may rem nisce just for a few

m nut es, because | think the past certainly
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strengt hens our position today. For a nunber
of years, Prairie and Lonoke County had a
gentl enmen's agreenent where one termthe
Senator would conme fromPrairie County, and
then the next termit would cone from Lonoke
County, and they would switch back and forth
And that gentlenen's agreenent was broken, and
as a result of it, the people got really up in
arnms about it, there was an el ection contest.
By the way, | happened to be the Crcuit Court
Reporter at that time. And the people decided
that they wanted to do differently, so they ran
a wite-in candidate, which was Charl es George
from Cabot. He was el ected as senator

Governor and Secretary of State Priest and
Attorney Ceneral Mark Pryor, that was 40 years
ago. And we have not had a senator since that
time. | was led to the House in 1972 and
started serving in 1973. At that tinme, Senator
Knox Nel son was the senator, he was followed by
Senator Jay Bradford and then by Senator
Qullett.

We have a county, as far as Lonoke County
is concerned, of over 50,000 people, and

certainly it plays a great part as far as
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politically and al so econom cally, and we feel
the tinme has cone that Lonoke County shoul d get
an opportunity to elect a senator from Lonoke
County. Everyone is unified on this. | have
not heard one single solitary person from
Lonoke County that is not in support of this.
And I'mnot going to start mentioning a | ot of
di fferent ones and names and so on and so
forth, and whatnot, but |I'mtalking about
everyone, whether it be the county governnent,
city government, school district, or whonever.

Let me also say that | also represent
Prairie County, and | will represent Prairie
County soon to be 20 years, either all or part
of Prairie County. And they also are very,
very supportive of this proposed Senate
District 28.

| al so represent Arkansas County, which
takes in Stuttgart and goes all the way down to
DeWtt. And | can tell you here today that
they are also very, very supportive of proposed
Senate District 28, with this exception, DeWtt
is left out of it, and it ties DeWtt in with
Pine Bluff. W have the sane situation we now

have with Lonoke County being tied in with Pine
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Bluff. So, with that exception, | just want
each and every one of you to know that |
certainly endorse this proposal and hope that
you could bring in DeWtt in time. Thank you
very nmuch

MR TOM SWAIM |'m Tommy Swai m Mayor of
the Gty of Jacksonville, Arkansas. Senator
Gnat ney did an excellent job of reiterating
wi th you sone of the problenms we have. |
wanted to tell you that his sentinents are
shared not only by nyself, but by all ten of
our City Council nmenbers who happen to be here,
and a nunber of local citizens who are
concerned, not that we are being put together
wi th Sherwood, which are our dear friends, or
parts of North Little Rock, but that we are
being split as a city.

We are the only city that I can find in
the State of Arkansas of our size that is being
di vided up. | can understand areas wanting a
whol e county to stay whole, but to split a city
our size seens very unfair to us. W have
wor ked with your staff, and | have spoken with
everyone but the Governor on this issue

personally. W hope that you will reconsider
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that, we would like to stay in the sane
district with our friends in Sherwood, but we
woul d I'i ke you to consider keeping Jacksonville
whol e so that we m ght be able to conpete in a
senatorial election. Thank you.

MR. REEDI E RAY: 1'm Reedi e Ray, Al dernman
fromthe Cty of Jacksonville. 1'melected
through a city at |large vote, even though
represent a ward in the Gty of Jacksonville,
and | represent all of the people fromthe City
of Jacksonville fromone city boundary areas to
anot her, and they can call ne at any tine. |
would i ke to see the City of Jacksonville stay
together, like it has been in the past.

The gossip on the street is that we want a

super mnority district. If we had a super
mnority district in Jacksonville, | wouldn't
be elected today. |In some cases, a mnority

district is all right, but for the Gty of
Jacksonville, it is a killer. Thank you.

MR. RANDY M NTON: | am State
Representative Randy M nton from Lonoke County,
and | would like to enter into the record sone
hi stori cal maps concerni ng Lonoke County, what

has happened in the past, and al so sone
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petitions of people who were not able to be
here today. And then | would just |ike to take
a mnute to voice ny support for the way
District 28 is being drawn, and show you a
little bit of history about what has happened
to Lonoke County.

W have -- we feel for any town that has
been split, but we also know that over the |ast
40 years, in fact, since 1958, we haven't had a
senator fromour county. This is the map for
1950, the census, which had Lonoke County,
Prairie, Wite, and Wodruff together, and this
was the district in which Charles CGeorge was
elected as a wite-in candidate. So that
changed in 1960, and here is a copy of the '66
senate district map after, | think, there was a
court challenge. And you will see that Lonoke
County, which had 24,500 people init, was
placed in with Pulaski County, which had five
senate seats total for this district. So you
know our influence was a little bit limted
with 24,500 people. And in fact, Senator
CGeorge didn't even run for re-election

Then we nove up to 1970 and 1980, and you

see Lonoke County was drawn in with Jefferson
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County. Again, we were a mnority area, being
drawn in with Jefferson County, and it has
basically stayed the sane until our current map
in 1990. And that map shows that we were then
divided into three different senate districts.
We had popul ati on of about 39, 000 peopl e at
that time, now we've got nearly 53,000. But we
were in a senate district -- two senate
districts that tied to Jefferson County, and
then this other senate district was tied to
White County in Searcy.

So we feel |ike that we have grown and it
is tinme that we have an opportunity to elect a
senator from Lonoke County. | appreciate al
the hard work and the patience of the people on
your staff, because every tine we heard a
little fire stormgetting started, we would
crank up the tel ephones, or we would crank up
the E-Mails, and these guys told ne one day |
had cost themtwo days in tinme working as we
were getting people to generate phone calls and
E- Mui | s.

But the people of Lonoke County are very
unified on this. |In fact, we've got a few

peopl e that have signs out there, if they would
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hol d them up, you can see that they have -- we
have brought a pretty good contingency of
people here. So | would -- | applaud your work
to this point. District 28 is the way we woul d
like to see it be for the final version. And I
appreciate all the hard work you have done.
Thank you.

PASTOR JAMES BOLDEN: M nane i s Pastor

Janmes Bol den, I'ma pastor in Jacksonville,
Arkansas, and |I'mnot an electorial -- elected
official, I"mchosen by God to do what |'m

doing. But | wanted to cone and nake a
statenment concerning the splitting of the Cty
of Jacksonville. The scripture plainly tells
us that we have to be of one accord. For years
we have been of one accord, and | have seen the
gromh in the city and experiencing a growth in
the city.

And I'mcomng to you as a man of God with
quite a few followers and a |lot of influence in
the city and nei ghbor hood, asking that you keep
our city together, because there is strength in
unity. Now, |'mnot concerned about the
i ncunbents, that's not ny worry. M worry is

the city. I want to nmake sure the city is
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unified. And I"'mhere with a lot of ny
brethren fromthe city, and would ask themto
stand. And | woul d have brought nore, but |
couldn't get nore to cone today because of

wor K.

But one thing I want you to understand is
that we don't want a split to be an option. It
is |like divorce, you don't want divorce to be
an option. You, the Governor, have a strong
stand on that, and when you split a city, that
is like a separation, it is |ike a divorce.

' m standi ng on one side of the street, making
a decision. | have seen the conprom se, the
conprom se is not good enough. W need to be

t oget her. Jacksonville needs to be unified with
30,000 plus. And we are strong with that

30, 000 pl us.

Now, any incunbent that wants to work with
us, we already have our chosen incunbents that
are going to work with us, but I want us to
stay unified. And | amhere to represent the
city, and I would like for all of us to hold
our signs up as we stand strong with
Jacksonville as a city of fair representation,

because we want to let the state
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representatives know that we are here to fight
the situation to the point that we want to | et
you know that split is not an option.

Everybody say it, "Split is not an
option."

AUDI ENCE:  "Split is not an option."

MR MKE WLSON:. Amen. See why we
br ought hi n?

GOVERNOR M KE HUCKABEE: W are going to
have the ushers pass the pl ates.

MR. LARRY W LSON: Brother Huckabee, you
can relate, here. |'mlLarry WIlson, and I
serve as an alderman there in Jacksonville.
And | would like for you, if you could, to get
that senate district as it is proposed up on
the screen. Can we do that? W have tal ked
about the fact that we don't want to be split,
and | think if you all can visually follow what
we are proposing, it would be helpful. Can you
get one nore? Yeah. There, we are getting
war m

If you all can see U. S. 67-167 going
t hrough basically the center of our comunity,
we will be split basically down the m ddl e.

And on the south -- where his arrowis right

PETRE' S STENOGRAPH SERVI CE
(501) 376-1411




© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

= = = = = B = =
0o N o oo A W N BB O

19

30

now, that area on that side and downt own
Jacksonvill e, that whol e area has approxi mately
12,000, is that right, TinP

MR TIM HUMPHRI ES: Yes.

MR. LARRY WLSON: Voters init. If we
nove that |line dowmn to Bayou Meto, which is
kind of a natural boundary, which is sonething
that you all tal ked about, that would be --
that woul d include the vast majority of the
city, it would still have sone people that are
inthe city in a separate senate district, but
we understand there are sone natural boundaries
that need to be taken into consideration. And
that is very much what needs to be done.

One of -- | think Senator Gnatney touched
on the fact that Little Rock Air Force Base is
there in our community. It certainly is a huge
part of Jacksonville, but it is a big part of
central Arkansas. It is an economc factor, a
huge econom c factor to our state, probably
$350 million econom c inpact |ast year. Wen
we have a proposed district -- or have proposed
districts |like are shown here, you are
virtually assuring that there will never -- for

the next ten years, there will not be any
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senate representation that will directly be
involved with Little Rock Air Force Base.

That is not right. It is patently unfair.

It is also unfair for a comunity our size to

be split like this proposal is. And |
appreciate very nuch your staffs working with
us to try to |l ook at other options. W need to
keep working and we need to find that option,
because |I'm sure there are other ways to get
that -- to get the nunbers right. And Timand
t he ot her nenbers of the staff know exactly
where that split needs to be, and we would
appreci ate your support on it. Thank you very
nmuch.

MR, COLAN REEVES: Next?

MR. DAVID EVANS: |'m David Evans, Mayor
of the City of Searcy, and we are pleased. W
i ke the senate district very nuch. W think
that it puts Wiite County together. And |
would I'ike to ask Attorney General -- I'm
sorry, Senator Beebe to please cone forward and
speak for us. Wuld you, Senator?

SENATOR M KE BEEBE: Thank you, WMayor.
didn't know | was going to do this. | have

been in Hot Springs this norning, and Governor,
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| appreciate you clearing the troopers off the
hi ghway. | had to speak at 8:30 this norning
at the FarmBureau, and it was a quick trip
after that speech from Hot Springs to Beebe.

| assume that what the mayor was referring
to was the second option that apparently you
all came up with as an alternative to having
Searcy and Jacksonville together. Now, let ne
tell you, at the outset, it is ny information
that the people from Searcy | ove the people in
Jacksonville, and the people from Jacksonville
| ove the people in Searcy, they just want two
separate senate districts.

Jacksonville has traditionally been a
| ar ge enough hub and a | arge enough city to
merit and warrant being a central focus of a
senate district, and Senator Gnatney has done a
wonderful job representing them and obviously
for many years before that, they had a senator
by the nane of Max Howel | .

Searcy, also, is a large conmunity, by
Arkansas standards, and has certainly had
representation, at least for the last 20 years,
as the mgjor city in a senatorial district. |

think that's what precipitated the concern in
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Waite County. And | don't want to speak for
Jacksonvil | e, because they can speak for

t hensel ves, but a lot of themare good friends
of mne and | have heard fromthemthat they
shared those same sentinents.

Lonoke County, which | have had the
privilege of representing a small portion of,
has for years been split and cut up, and they
are tired of it and they don't want to be
split, and they don't want to be cut up
anynore, they would |like to have their county
kept intact. | know you have got a tough job.

You can't nake everybody happy, you' ve got
constitutional guidelines to go by, you have
got nunbers that have to be net, you've got
factors that have to be considered.

I"'mglad it is the three of y'all and not
me that has to nmake this decision. | don't
envy your decision. But |I can tell you that
with just alittle adjustnment that | have heard
fromfor the benefit of the citizens of
Jacksonvill e, you m ght be able to make
everybody happy. Lonoke County is happy being
kept together. As you heard the mayor, Wite
County is happy being kept together. And with
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just a little adjustnent, | think Jacksonville
can be happy. And | think Sherwood wants to be
wi th Jacksonville, at least they did the | ast
time | heard, and you can make all those fol ks
happy.

Now, | know you are probably going to have
to make sonebody nmad. You can't do your job
and do it right wthout making sonebody nmad. |
think all we are asking is that you nake
sonmebody el se nad.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST:  Senat or
Beebe, | mght say, there for the grace of Cod
and political timng, go you.

MR. TERRY SANSING My nane is Terry
Sansing, I'man alderman in the City of
Jacksonville. And | was sitting here | ooking
at the Senate 34 and the nunbers fromthe
senate draft. And |I'm asking the question, and
| -- why is the magical nunber 60 percent? How
does that magi cal nunber -- where is that
magi cal nunber fromin the Voting R ghts Act?
And it seens to ne that that is a nunber that
is just put up there arbitrarily for sone
r eason.

You have seen by the representatives for
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the people in Jacksonville that we don't have a
problemw th the nunbers. | know that y'al
have got to conply with it, but it seens to ne
that there are ways that y'all can neet the
needs of the people of the citizens of
Jacksonville wi thout cutting the city in half,
and therefore, diluting the historically strong
senate district.

Now, sone nunbers can be net that works up
better than that, but | think that that magic
nunber of 60 percent needs to be re-thought.

It is just an arbitrary nunber. It sounds |ike
a nunber that would be thrown out there from
the 1960s or late '50s. Folks, this is 2001.
Let's get on with the future and stop worrying
about the past.

MR BILL HARMON: [I'm Bill Harnon, Mayor
of Sherwood, and | would like to say we are
pl eased that you have at |east put us back with
part of Jacksonville. For 30 years, we have
had a senatorial district that had Jacksonville
and Sherwood together. W have never had a
senat or from Sherwood, but we have never been
| ess represented than any senate district in

the state, with first Max Howel |l and then Bil
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Gnat ney. We have been well represented, we are
happy.

W have close ties, we have the sane
school districts, we are close to the air base.

Everyt hi ng about our two comunities just
meshes. And we woul d appreciate it if
Jacksonvill e coul d be put back together.
know you have got nunbers to work with, you
nove this one and you don't nove sonethi ng
el se. But for God's sake, keep Sherwood whol e
and keep it with Jacksonville, if you possibly
can.

Thank you a | ot for what you are doing.
And t hank you for the change that got us out of
North Little Rock. W didn't belong there. W
didn't belong there at all.

MR. JCE PARK: M nane is Joe Park, and
|"mfrom Lonoke County, and | just really want
to echo the sentinent of Senator Beebe. In
Lonoke County, we have been cut off, and we
feel like it is our turn to be politically
relevant. | think White County is already
pl eased with the plan. And, you know, | would
like to speak up for our friends to the south

in Jacksonville, if it can -- two senatori al
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districts can be made, nove south to Bayou Meto
wi t hout inpacting the other plan up here,

t hink you' ve got an opportunity to please the
vast majority of the people here. And | sure
wi sh you woul d give that sone consi deration
Thank you.

MR. GARY FLETCHER: |I'm Gary Fletcher, I'm
acity alderman for the Gty of Jacksonville,
have been an alderman there for 23 years.
Jacksonville is a unique conmunity |ike, |
guess, any community can say about thensel ves,
but there is sonmething that nmakes us even nore
uni que than other comunities, as Senator
Gnat ney and ot hers have tal ked about, and that
is we are the hone of the Little Rock Air Force
Base.

In the early 1950s when it cane there, it
was a uni que chall enge for Jacksonville,
especially for the old-tiners, to have a new
comunity within a community. And we have
wor ked for these |ast 50 years to bring these
two communities together, and it has took a | ot
of work, but there is not a place like
Jacksonville. | guarantee you there is no city

probably in the country that has a mlitary
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installation there that the two comunities
mesh together so well. You don't hardly know
that you' ve got two comunities. And that took
a lot of work.

And then, later on, we dealt with an issue
that many of you are aware of, an environnental
i ssue, the Vertac thing. And again, our
community was split right down the m ddl e,
physically, maybe not wth |lines and maps, but
we were divided over that. And we cane through
that. It seens |like every tine we cone through
sonmething |like that, we conme back a stronger
conmuni ty.

And | think we have got the strongest
community that we have ever had in
Jacksonville. And it just breaks ny heart to
see us sit here and try to be divided again.

We have got the nost diverse popul ation
probably, in Jacksonville, because of the air
base. Senator Gwnatney tal ked about the
econom c inpact. |1've got the study right here
of last year, the econonic inpact was $326
mllion in our comunity.

If we were 50,000 or 60,000 people, |

coul d understand maybe you woul d have to draw a
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line there, but 30,000 people in a state the
size of the State of Arkansas. | nean, there
are cities in the country that are popul ation
bi gger than the State of Arkansas total. And
you want to divide our famly, and that's what
we are, you know. And | know there has got to
be sone underlining political -- | nmean, | have
been a Denbcrat once and | switched parties
because of various reasons, so | have been on
both sides of the fence. | have.

But | didn't take a day off fromwork to
come up here to soft pedal this issue. And if
it means telling it like it is, we've got to
tell it like it is. But there is some politics
here, you know. And fol ks, these personal
politics is not nearly as inportant as the
famly of the Gty of Jacksonville. Keep us
together. | nmean it, it takes great
communities to nmake a great state. And you are
fixing to take a great community and split us
right dowmn the mddle, and we will be at the
bottom or near the bottom

MR. COLAN REEVES: Any other comments?

AUDI ENCE: (No response.)

MR. OLAN REEVES: Just basically, | did
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want to tell you the rest of the process. W
have two nore neetings today, then Thursday, we
are going to Pine Bluff, El Dorado, and Hope,
next Tuesday we are going to Hot Springs, next
Thursday we will be in Little Rock. And
dependi ng on what the Board decides to do after
all those hearings, direct us to nmake sone
changes, suggestions they heard today, at other
nmeetings, we will hopefully have a plan that
t hey can vote on before Labor Day. W had said
Oct ober 1st, but we think we can get it done
bef ore Labor Day, which will give everybody a
chance to know what district they are in and
where they need to nove or whatever. So we
hope by Labor Day. Oher than that, | wll
turn it back over to you, Governor

GOVERNOR M KE HUCKABEE: | will call wupon
each of ny coll eagues on the Board for closing
comments, and then | will close out the neeting
in just a noment.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: Agai n,
| would i ke to take this opportunity to thank
all of you for comng here. It is extrenely
i nportant to how you are represented for the

next ten years. And | also want to take this
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opportunity to thank you all for making ne feel
so popular with all your E-Mails and your
letters. | think from Lonoke County al one |
have a stack this big, (indicating), and I am
trying to respond to themas quickly as
possi bl e. Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: | want to
thank y'all for being here, and this has been
very hel pful for ne, and very informative. And
| guess | just wanted to say before we | eave
that we are going to be here for a few m nutes,
| know sonme of y'all need to race back and get
back to work, whatever the case may be, but we
will be here, and y'all can | ook at these maps.

And | know the Governor has to get on back to
Little Rock, but Sharon and I will be here for
a few mnutes, and our staffs will be here,
y'all have nmet nost of them And, you know, we
can talk further in smaller groups if you want
to. But we just really appreciate your tine.
And the reason we do this is for you, and we
just appreciate y'all being here.

GOVERNOR M KE HUCKABEE: | notice the
Attorney Ceneral said sone of you have to get

back to work, but, heck, we will be around.
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Maybe that was too true for us to really enjoy,
Mar k.

| want to thank the Secretary of State and
al so the Attorney General for their
participation, not only today but through this
whol e process, and again their staffs. But nost
of all, thank you. This is a very delicate
i ssue for everyone. You have cone today, you
have spoken not only very responsibly, but
respectfully. | hope you don't think that this
was an exercise in futility, because it is not.
We sincerely are listening to what you are
sayi ng, and we want to make this work for
everyone's
benefit.

| think Sharon said it earlier, we, too,
are all elected. You know, believe this or
not, none of us wake up every norning thinking,
"I wonder who | can nmeke nad at ne today?" W
just don't do that. And so we are going to do
everything possible to try to nake this work
for as many of the citizens of Arkansas to be
happy as possible. | would tell you that if
you are pleased with the final result, it wll

be because of ny influence. |If you are not, it
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i S because these two guys did it. (Indicating.)
At least, that's the way | would like to
believe it, but probably you won't.

It is a process in which all of us are
going to put our heads together and try to do
what we can. | thank you very nuch. You have
been a great group. This is one of the |arger,
it my be the |largest group we have faced. |
t hi nk Mountain Honme may have been up until
today. But it shows to us a great deal of
interest in the fact that so nmany of you are
el ected officials in your comunities, and that
you have made the attenpt to be here today,
al so, is very significant, as well as citizens
from throughout these various conmunities.

| hope that, again, you will continue to
| et us know if you have other thoughts or
processes. |t hel ps when you even suggest
t hi ngs, then we can run the nunbers on it and
see how that works out. But on behalf of the
Attorney Ceneral and Secretary of State, |
t hank you very nmuch for com ng today, hope you
have a safe trip to your next destination. God
bl ess. Thank you very nuch.

(WHEREUPON, the taking of the above-
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF ARKANSAS )
) SS.:
COUNTY OF PULASKI )

|, DEBBYE L. PETRE, Certified Court
Reporter and notary public in and for the County of
Pul aski, State of Arkansas, duly conm ssioned and acti ng,
do hereby certify that the above-entitled proceedi ngs
were taken by nme in Stenotype, and were thereafter
reduced to print by neans of conputer-assisted
transcription, and the same truly, and correctly reflects
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t he proceedi ngs had.

WHEREFORE, | have subscribed ny signature
and affixed ny notarial seal as such notary public at the
Cty of Little Rock, County of Pul aski, State of

Arkansas, this the day of :

2001.

DEBBYE L. PETRE, CCR
NOTARY PUBLIC I N AND FOR
PULASKI COUNTY, ARKANSAS

My Conmi ssi on Expires:
August 4, 2010.
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